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LITERARY GUILD—AUGUST SELECTION 


Cronin, Shannon’s Way. Little, Brown. July 
19,1948. 313p. $3.00. 
Doctor Cronin’s alter ego, Robert Shannon, whose boy- 
hood and adolescence were warmly described The 
Years, carries the story his life through his 
year this exciting sequel. After gradu- 
ating from medical school, served doctor the 
Royal Navy during World War and then obtained 
research fellowship experimental pathology the Uni- 
versity (Glasgow?). Here conceives 
Science, stumbles the clues undulant fever and 
with his head department, 
Shannon resigns his fellowship accept 
unimportant residency, which also loses through the 
malice nurse and the trustees’ distrust research. 
disappointment his scientific work doubly bitter 
because his romance with Jean Law strikes the rocks 
religious bigotry. 
With the assistance his former teacher, Professor 
Shannon perseveres his research, accepts an- 
other residency, this time mental institution. Here 
completes his work, but before can enjoy the fruits 
his success, American scientist has published identi- 
cal findings. Worn out spirit, mind and body, Shannon 
breaks down completely. resolves abandon research 
and resigned the trivial routine general practi- 
ioner when Jean, shorn her Calvinist scruples and 
missionary ambitions, arrives with the notification his 


appointment the University Lausanne 
marriage. Hollywood will not displeased 
was 


5 


longer alone, had turned light day, 
should make our way into 


life was forever remade. 


for 


the unknown together. Yes, the mystical warmth 
that moment everything became possible, there was 
thought failure, and happiness seemed eternal.” 

Dr. outstanding example the motion pic- 
ture novelist. made for the screen and the screen 
made for him. His themes are simple, generous, expan- 
single sequence events, not always casually 
connected, embraces full-blown romance, exaltation 
the contemporary cult science, and dramatization 
religious tolerance. Love, science what 
better means pluck the heartstrings, excite and then 
pleasantly release the public tensions? Moreover the 
themes and the plot demand host characters. 
the unity the story assured the identification the 
reader with the main character, Dr. Cronin can proliferate 
his supporting cast. Professor Usher the opportunistic 
scientist, Professor Challis the noble seeker after wisdom, 


sive. 


Dr. Mather medical tradesman. Nurse Trudgeon 
battle-axe with heart gold, Nurse Peek has the false 


humility snake and Nurse Stanway the morals 
alley cat. Doctors Spence and Lomax portray the roles 
the pathetic cuckold and the faithless public school 
bounder. addition there are score other char- 
acters, al] wearing their special predominating traits with 
vivid and unforgettable bravura. Add this virtue 
characterization the power rendering the atmosphere 
place with economic realism, the skillful handling 
minor units narrative the interest variety and sus- 
pense and overall sensibility latent emotional situa- 
tions. not hard explain why Dr. Cronin very 
popular novelist. 

His defects are those which vast public most ready 
forgive. The thinking his main characters almost 


Best 
ore. 
48. 
July 
July 
1948. 
15, 
Var, 


perfect reflection moral sentiment. Shannon 
describes Catholic, who had strayed occa- 
sionally into the less dark corridors scepticism, but who 
still, heart, clung his first belief there’s some- 
thing can’t ever get away from against reason you 
like visits local church “where, still, despite 
the irre life and the conflicts 


attended Mass, where, indeed, borne the irre- 
wave tenderness, make, the dimness, act 


reparation, promise amendment—an outpouring 
the heart from which arose, comforted.” Jean Law op- 
poses crisp, logical, Calvinist personality Shannon’s 
dark-Irish self-destructive temper. Awakened 
love, she pours out pent-up torrents passion, remorse 
and pity. all quite colossal. too Dr. Cronin’s 
for melodrama. Professor Usher’s sudden return 
the laboratory reveals Shannon’s ret experiment; 
Nurse Peek’s neglect patient and her vindictiveness 
provide unlooked-for but powerful heart-throb; stree 
accident leads fortuitously most necessary job; 
Spence’s suicide following his wife’s desertion piles horror 
horror; Shannon’s delay publishing his experiment 
assures the success his unknown rival; Jean Law sees 
the romantic light during bout scarlet fever. Chance 
and accident prolong the sentimental agony 
the story over chasms which separate cause and effect. 


sec 


may well asked whether Dr. Cronin has not prosti- 
tuted great talent. Shannon’s story essentially tragic 
story, like the author’s earlier novels, Hatter’s Castle and 
his relatively unpopular masterpiece, Three Loves. Shan- 
non’s character, his intellectual uncertainty, his uncon- 
trollable passions, his desire, rooted pride, make the 
world take notice him, tends its own destruction. 
Without clearly motivated change, bound his 
own worst enemy, attempting impossibilities, antagonizing 
strangers, abusing fri distrusting himself. 
Jean and then, torment self-pity, permits himself 
seduced the perfunctory adultress, Stanhope. 
And when does repent, repents only unto himself. 
Worse still, Shannon’s real fate forestalled. Dr. Cronin 
makes the tragic stream run uphill romantic conclu- 
sion, faults are merged with virtues and contradic- 
tions are resolved mystical warmth and happi- 
ness seemed eternal”. Dr. Cronin has not condoned im- 
moral actions, but has connived with sentimental 

attitude which human weakness once forgivable 
and artistic advantage. 
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Francis Connolly, 
New York City 


Lucille. The Web Evil. 
July 22, 1948. 304p. $3.00. 


The intertwining strands Lucille Emerick’s web stretch 
from such disparate points the mining 
troubles the the Johnstown flood and murder, 
but weaving through the passions love and greed, 


Doubleday. 


Cronin Emerick Van Gelder 


violates 


Best 
the instigation her matrimonially minded uncle, 
the equally traditional debut into 
local swain wealth and position narrowly 
the appearance handsome two-fisted mine 
almost twice her age, Jonathan Warren. 


main 
fatuous, cr 
the 
West 
one part 
is the son 
his fath 
Dixon 


These first hundred pages before the wedding 
and Caroline serve introduction the mores 
times ard the practices and problems 
coal fields the swaddling days unionism. With 
line’s marriage the evil cords the web tauten about 

The union with Jonathan based mutual love, faith 


trust wonderful thing that begins gradually 
down once Jonathan brings her into the position 
the mas 
house rule mistress there. 
ventions 


Caroline meets brooding hostility veiled solicitude 
every turn. elderly maidservant who never 
reaches the malice the darkling virago Rebecca, 
ages the affairs the house. This housekeeper 
only the still more dismal Aunt Harriet, 
righteous spinster who disguises her real authority 
cloak efficiency. 


cially afte! 
1 irl her sel 


mined op 
strings 


Mig Holm 
and 
Grimm 
has hus 


The evil this frustrated woman manifests itself 
ally the sadistic treatment her sister Eloise whom 


has reduced the status permanent resemblan 
whom she literally kills with excessive care; her 
insistence the gloomy routine the whom she 
her designs, Harriet receives assistance from 


ne’er well brother, the philandering Jed, who 


story only 
shameless advances his brother’s wife. 


further 
Meanwhile, Caroline feels her marriage slipping. and 
than becomes too frequently abstracted her Boykin, 
The harmony their lives begins break into ming wom 
inexplicable discords, discords climaxed their dying 
separate bedrooms. Not even the birth their teens, 


120 


growing confusion and unrest imbuing their lives. nering 

Trouble the mines puts Jonathan the verge 
Finally, murder his own home, murder that 
could himself have tears the web 
shreds. Harriet and Jed are revealed conspirators, apprehen 


power, the other for Jonathan’s 


for jonathan’s 
Caroline discovers the phy sical source Jonathan’s 
The disaster Johnstown almost destroys their new 
found hope happiness but all turns out well the 


one 


exclusive 
lem; ther 
the dozen 
pair invo 


t 


The Web Evil plots out perfectly the structural This 
tionship character and incident. However, one 
that more could have been done with the personalities 


the action. They are all monochrome variety 
submerged they are the enveloping atmosphere, 


anc 


wordy 


lack sharpness, plasticity, depth whatever apparent 
makes better than ordinary character great 
Still, the delicacv the writing and the tempo 
action recommend this novel all classes reader frequent! 
may interested fairly good story. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D. that 


childish 


the fears innocence ambient sheer malevolence, actions 
they draw tightly together the focal core the prin- 
cipal character, Caroline Springer Warren. orphan Double wat 
protected environment her early life, emerges bright The canons good taste well the demands ance 
young lady from the traditional finishing school and teticence imposed even the most lax moral code “blood”. 
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difficult give adequate synopsis this novel. 
the main supposed exposé bored, inane, 
cruel members New York society. Actually 
jaundiced description humanity all The 
plot set the present. concerned with 
the Dixon West, grandson Carter 
est newspaper Dynast made ‘of one part Hearst, 
one part Rockefeller, and one part Van Gelder. Dixon 
son Schuyler West lecherous alcoholic despised 
his father, tolerated his wife and ignored son. 
Dixon returns from the Army with two ideas, fuzzy 


that something should done equalize the 


position the Negro and that newspapers should follow 
minds the people instead leading them. Con- 
soon induce him overlook the first fancy espe- 
runs over little Negro girl’s dog and the 
herself and carefully hides the fact, and the 

mined opposition his grandfather who holds the purse 
strings deters him from carrying out the latter 


YO licy. 


Mig Holmes, widow Navy man, faded both morals 
and beauty, cuts Dixon from the herd maintain her 


position, her ation beauty and humiliate Liza 
cousin young West’s. society queen, 
has husband whom she tortures, Haley name. 


His 
the comet the last generation cani 
overlooked, light and heat and effect upon the sur- 
rounding atmosphere. Liza has mothered 
whom she indulges his destruc Outside this tight 
circle revolve characters who are important the 
story only that they serve means for introducing 


SOT], 


further vileness, eroticism, and futile scrabbling for ma- 
terial and social success and physical satisfaction. Oswald 
Boykin, publicity head for West Publications, married 


from the who slaps Negro maid 
dying meningitis. His daughter Miriam her 
teens, who hides bottles rum behind books the 
library for solitary tippling, takes with Cletus Man- 
Negro schoolmete. Her seduction Central 
Park prevented curious adolescent onlookers who 
cannot withhold their excited comments. Ikey Grimm 
petted his mother, the family 
chauffeur and finally after much dabbling vileness 
apprehended cheap rooming house not far from the 
exclusive school attends. There are race riots Har- 
lem; there are family brawls, there are immoralities 
the dozen; even incest avoided only because one the 
pair involved collapses under the influence alcohol. 
This Important People. 


toa W omal 1 up 


The book not too well written. There are jumps 
time sequence that are confusing. The style flip 
wordy while cliches abound. Pages are wasted creating 

apparent purpose. The novel proves nothing, defends 
nothing, proposes nothing except the ascendency the 
animal over the spiritual man. The language used 
vulgar when not actually indecent. 
author coyly uses blank lines times indicate words 
that are too strong even fer his trowel. The 
childish indecency the characters clear from the 
actions Liza, the society queen, who the night 
her Fifth Avenue mansion turns off the water 
water-closet solely embarrass some unsuspecting 
guest who may attempt use it. There constant reli- 
ance upon such words “dung”, “vomit”, and 


in 
and 


“blood”. There complete rejection the spiritual and 


Drake 


Heaven place where the “elect walk fleecy 
There satire here but only brutality, 
beauty but only ugliness, truth but only distortion. 


Definitely Robbert Briffault and James Farrel have new 
rival the sewage system the literary world. 


might well said 
for in- 


that Important People vile; “V” for vulgar; 

‘L” for lewd; and “E” for execrable. 
Rev. William Noé Field, 
Seton Hall College, 
South Orange, 


decent; 


Chrysantha. 


$2.75. 


Drake, Margaret. 
21, 1948. 


Fresh, original and different, this pleasant little story 
relax with during August’s dog-days. Told diary 
form, the carefully detailed and all-perceptive treat- 
ment the fictional diary which sets forth each episode 
fully for the stranger’s and obligingly fills the back- 
ground, though the necessary writing may done the 


cost diarist’s sleep and her confidante’s friendship. 


some respects, however, this novel not obvious 
and blatant most diary-fiction. For one thing, the 
character delineation clever and consistent. For an- 
other, the incidents are often amusingly entertaining. 
Chief disappointment comes from the author’ inability 
solve her heroine’s Proble other than resorting 
eerie, other-world devices such setting china plates 
spinning, cold draughts blowing, and brimstone gases 
smelling the atmosphere. 


The story concerns nineteen-year old Chrysantha Tuffet 
who having appraised her appearance and her personality 
concludes she can little about the former but can 
decidedly improve the latter. Psycho-analysis illuminat- 
ing her but unhelpful. woman’s-magazine hint causes 
her cruise slowly and down the river eventide, 
reading poetry, but the only reward the end week 
cold and sore throat. Joining the Literary Society 
gives her the opportunity follow male essayist’s ad- 
and judicious application drinks—I 
suppose alcoholic”. The drinks induce her hurl 
dart target board the tavern, which lodges the 
shoulder young scientist standing nearby. And the 
next meeting the Society provides chance 
practice her amiability the young man. Once has 
recovered from his discovery that what took for 
literalemirdedness, Paul becomes charmed 
shrewdness. 


unexpected 


after they have become engaged that Chrysantha 
learns brain injury during his youth which has made 
Paul the potential victim insanity and that must 
not crossed otherwise disturbed. Unfortunately, the 
disturbances come quickly when they visit the old vicarage 


Woodford St. John. The sight vegetable marrow 
rising apparently under its own power and like 


yards 


And, 


maiestically through space land 
away cenvinces Paul that insanity has come last. 
until return visit the Christmas results 
wholesale poltergeist wierd happenings which prove 
him that various “ele and not his brain 
that fault, the engagement of. 


some 


. 
It 1S tha 
great on 
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The reader who prefers may look upon the table-tipping 
and other abnormal incidents where plates leap from 
shelves and music sheets form themselves into neat pagodas 
factual and real. But, would rather, may look 
upon these unnatural performances symbols for the in- 
tensely egotistic nature the young man when clashes 
with the innate honesty and simplicity Chrysantha. 
either case, said reader must bit juggling with 
the script and his conscience. For hot weather, easier 
enjoy Chrysantha’s reports her friends and lovers, 
without carping analysis forced reconciliation natural 
and supernatural powers. 

Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Freedman, Ralph. Divided. Dutton. July 19, 1948. 
447p. $3.50. 


This and winner the Lewis and Clark North- 
west Award for 1948 attempt set forth the psycho- 
logical problems military occupation nation partly 
defeated and partly liberated. The town Kleinbach 
that section Austria first overrun and occupied 
United States forces and later yielded the Red Army. 
small Counter Intelligence Corps team assigned 
the task pursuing the “denazification” the area. 
the time the team set for operation the leading nazi 
have escaped hiding. The task one sifting 
loyal Austrians from the German sympathizers, compli- 
cated the divergent aims and methods followed 
conflicting groups. The CIC group acts under orders, dis- 
passionately, recognizing nothing beyond the immediate 
meaning its activity. Baron von Wohl and his fol- 
lowers, fearing disorganized when the dreaded Rus- 
sians have come, wish deal with the nazis their own 
fashion, through their own armed organization. Certain 
others place vengeance against their former oppressors 
above any other consideration. And large percentage 
make use the occupation itself assist the very persons 
that the CIC supposed ferret out. 


The principal individual figures operating 
background are Helmut Horn, anti-nazi German aryan, 
whose escape from concentration camp leads his em- 
ployment interpreter the CIC; Rosen, German 
who had made his way the United States before 
the war and had served the American Army; and 
Frank Hanson, the leader the CIC team, who officially 
bears the brunt the conflict among parties. 


The chief element the plot the attempt trap one 
Rudiger, shadowy figure ranging the darkness beyond 
the power the with the hunt 
the strange love between Rosen and Frau Illy An- 
schaffer, deeply convinced and ardent nazi. Much 
the novel taken with the establishment the atmos- 
phere tension; not until the Russians are actually 
the move toward the area that the great raid con- 
ducted round the elusive leader the underground. 
The raid fails and the Americans withdraw with Rudiger 
still large. not discovered until later, the new 
American zone, and then Horn that found. 
the interval the CIC team has been split and dis- 
sipated. Rosen has been disciplined for releasing Frau 
Anschaffer from arrest that she can- him and re- 


Freedman Welles 


Best 


turn her husband’s farm and her nazi ideals. On} 
return Kleinbach she shot her former friends 


her double treachery, informing the Americans and after 
the Jew. Palestine, 
years after 


all this Mr. Freedman speaks with measure 
authority. himself was born Germany and 
the United States 1940. His service the Ame 
can Army involved the very sort counter-intelligey 
work that writes of. However, this advantage, 
first hand knowledge that carries with the source 
defects the handling the story. While the 
the Germanic and Jewish characters are 
thoroughness great detail, the American figures for 
most part are handled with overstressed 
Especially his effort provide casual dialogue for 
Americans does the author lose too 
striving apparent, and the result stilted the dialog 
Frank Merriwell. 


Welle 
forces 
with Gern 
Allies 
ment 
the 


The 
that the 
puted 
Nations 
was lead 
Mr. 
March 19, 
force 
which had 


far the development his psychological 
concerned, seems that while Mr. Freedman has 

mind some total effect that desires, and sees each 
sode clearly contributing, not completely 
projecting its The encounters betwee 
individuals, their gropings toward each other, their 
ances, their efforts explain and understand, are 
viously intended charged with meaning like 
situations the work Conrad Greene. But the 
not come successful efforts this sort that Pales 
reader comes out limp though through Truman’s 
wringer. Through the parts Divided the reader “incohe 
rather unaffected. The net result the primary 


the book, its complete dullness. Welle 
Departme 
the credit side there are several compliments that fense. 


being une 
that placa 
the Near 

event, 
The great virtue the book, and reassuring one whe} fields, 

the bulk considered, its restraint. Well, wh: 
Freedman serious writer and normal person. Ther} wants 
little striving for effect; there reliance principle 

tricity, perversity, sensationalism, shock. good Arabs 
see effort this type rewarded prize, and alto 
hoped that Mr. Freedman stimulated write armed 
which will have the finer qualities Divided togethe} cor 
with the one thing that Divided really lacks, interest. inte 
tine for 
He is con 
display 


paid. correct that English Mr. Freedman 
second language, uses remarkably smoothly 
formal medium, even though, noted, his American 
more stilted than natural-sounding. 


acer, 


Clinton Maguire, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Welles, Sumner. Need Not Fail. Houghton, 

Mifflin. June 143p. $2.50. 
Darts oO 


effecte 
and 
ful that 
formerly 


This book timely this morning’s paper. thes 
lines are being written (July 20th) uneasy 
operating Palestine. How long will last, one car 
guess. the situation there certain result war? 
war breaks out again, may develop into World War 
Mr. Welles seems inclined answer “No” the first 
these questions and “Yes” the second one. His book 
gives some detail the reasons for his answers. 


D 
Regardles 
learn 
this clear 


Rather 


blunt and undiplomatic language found 
nearly every page. 


Mr. Welles analyzes the rather plait 
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eT 
a 
ie 


friends 


and 


measure 
ar nd esc ap 


the Ame 


dvantage 
source 
the analys 
dons wr 
ures for 
for 
S too muc 
dialog 


has 


each 


success 
rs betwee 


heir 
nd, are 
like 
But the 
IS sort th 
cholosie: 
emers: 
ary 


that 
as 
merican 


one 
aint. 
is good t t 
nd it ist 
ite 


York 


oughton, 


thes 
peace 
one can 
War 
firs 


0 
His 
1S book 


ound 


1948 


which the English 


government committed itself 
Palestine for the Jews the world. How- 
after England had been given mandatory power over 
Palestine, she often followed anti-Jewish policy the 
after orld War 1939 the Chamberlain 
government “welched” British promises when de- 
that not more than 75,000 more Jews could enter 


Palestine (p. 14). 


Mr. Welles argues that Jewish loyalty the anti-Hitler 
forces World War II, contrasted Arab sympathy 
with German objectives (pp. 20-21) should make the 
Allies least just the The author gives excellent 
why unwilling accept the Arab argu- 
ment the effect that the Arabs, the largest element 
the population the Near East, should dominate 
groups (pp. 44-45). 


the British. discusses the partition the dis- 
area approved the Assembly the United 
Nati ions November 29, 1947 (p. government 
was leader securing that action, altogether acceptable 
Mr. Welles. Then came our surprising reversal, 
March 19, 1948, when said would oppose the use 

force bringing about partition, and spoke about 
for Palestine. former nder Secretary 
State refers our government “an Administration 
which had conviction with respect the ethical values 
that Palestine represented” (p. 82), and refers Mr. 
Truman’s statement the issue, made March 26, 
“incoherent, contradictory, and inaccurate” (p. 


Welles fair enough present the views the 
Department and also those the De- 
fense. believes that both Departmen are wrong 
ing unethical and that they are mistaken believing 
placating the Arabs will safeguard our oil reserves 
the Near East, case war against Russia. such 
event, Welles certain that the Russians would seize all 
with without Arab consent. 


Well, what does Mr. Welles want the nation 
wants support once more and very strongly the 
principle partition, with Palestine divided between 
and Jews. wants the Jewish nation created 

altogether independent the Arabs. wants 
force controlled the United Nations and made 
contingents raised the smaller nations 
ially interested the Near East, stationed Pales- 
tine for the time being, that order will 
convinced that the Arabs would not oppose such 
display strength the United Nations. believes 
further that nation like ours would thus give evidence 
belief the sacredness pledged word that 
profound respect for this nation would develop all 
the Just how this desirable outcome can 
effected face the opposition Secretary 
President Truman not easy see. Welles hope- 

that public opinion will force them keep the word 
given our government. What you think? 
Regardless your answer that last question, you will 
great deal about complicated problem reading 
clearly written book. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, 


Chicago, Illinois 


Caldwell 
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Caldwell, Taylor. Melissa. Scribner. July 21, 
1948. 390p. $3.00. 
Melissa will not disappoint Miss Caldwell’s devotees, 


though its reception otherwise will perhaps cool 
its icy heroine. Fifty-three chapters tumid prose fail 
make the story credible the actors real, but 
reader willing sacrifice common sense psychology for 
rampant emotionalism can least have his fill here with- 
out obscenity and sexual grossness. 


Charles Upjohn has died just before the story opens. 
pedant mediocre ability and monstrous selfishness, 
has sacrificed wife, fortune, and children his own ego. 
Craving power and lacking the stature get from the 
world, achieves substitute dominating his family 
unscrupulously. strange and unbelievable assem- 
blage hatreds, the Upjohn family, for all perceive the 
littleness the sire and welcome his death except Melissa. 
worshipful slave his malignant dominion, she 
warped personality and stupidly twisted blind 
reclusion that results from it. Andrew, the son, forced 
study law rather than farming; Phoebe, younger daugh- 
ter, forbidden marriage preserve her for hope- 
less career poetry. Thus the tyrant has ruled his petty 
realm. Yet Melissa deifies him and dedicates her life 
extending his intellectual sterility editing his postumous 
manuscripts, well perpetuating his domestic do- 
minion maintaining the incongruous objectives set for 
her brother and sister 


get money for these purposes, Melissa accedes Geof- 
frey Dunham’s proposal marriage. Geoffrey the rich 
man the countryside and master psychologist the 
story. knows Melissa’s tawdry motives but loves the 
generous soul underneath that believes can liberate 
from the frigid perversion that the father’s poison has 
rought. His method chietly inaction, and while 
waits for time heal matters other forces are making 
them Firs: and Andrew 
marriages that Melissa’s sacrifice useless. Then 
her own marriage Melissa shows herself devoid the 
amenities, author labors unsuccessfully convince 
us, that she can never reconcile truth with charity 
etiquette: better tell guest you are tired his 
company than pretend enjoy it, and Geoffrey gulps 
epeated apologies for his wife’s unconventional behavior. 
Arabella, his widowed sister, fears the new Mrs. Dun- 
ham threat her dependent financial security, and 
makes use this gaucheness conspiracy for 
emoval Melissa. 


All these dark plottings and fearsome forebodings, how- 
ever come when our courageous and long-suffer- 
ing suddenly finds letter among her 
father’s papers unveils his full cupidity even her, and 
once she has escaped from his ntacles she falls happily 
into the arms husband who now also her lover. 
Even Arabella and Geoffrey, who have been hating each 
other the accepted fashion all family members 
the story, forgive and forget join the concluding 
reconciliation. 


ver 
ng 


obvious and plot the Sunday-after- 
noon movie thriller, the book left dependent primarily 
study the heroine and her father for 
its effect, with minor assistance from Arabella’s connivings 
melodramatic villain. But the characterization 


a 
~ 
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turn unnatural conception and unconvincing ex- 
ecution, perhaps chiefly because inartistic over- 
emphasis that destroys all subtlety. The slightness 
profanity and total avoidance questionable situation 
are commended, but these features are not joined 
characterization story that would hold interest for 


juveniles. 
George Ph. D., 
John Carroll University, 


Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Hargrove, Marion. Something’s Got Give. Sloane. 


312p. $3.00. 


Mister Marion Hargrove’ 
virtue being almost completely inoffensive. 
the veteran’s first novel. rather loosely 
integrated sketches for first novel. The has the 
disarmingly honest contrivance Hart farce. 
Mister Hargrove employs his notable talents: ability 
write situation comedy, facility giving individual 
sentences twist comic irony, and very inc lividual 
and amusng frame reference moul ded out his con- 
tinuing progress from small North Carolina city, via 
Yank and the army, the cosmopolitan 
southern Connecticut. These abilities which served 
well the contrived and sentimental intrigue See 
Private Hargrove are not enough, themselves, make 
work civilian fiction. 


new book anecdotes has the 


billed 


slot 


The formula which made earlier book 
ping wartime success—and drug at» peacetime book- 
jobbers remnant the apparent exploitation the 
semi-fictional personalities the author and two three 
friends. Even the villains guile- 
less the the sentimentality 
the early war years and the pride parents, 
girl-friends, and enlisted men seeing the 
average American male combination Sad Sack, 
Bennett Meyers, and Colin Kelly, Mister Hargrove’s novel 


The novel written the first person. about two 
young veterans and their wives, vaguely related through 
marriage. The couples live close together rather gen- 
teel but democratic suburban village. All four people love 
each other and each other’s children very much—not with 
any Noel Cowardish implications, but minor-keyed 
There are servant problems with freshly outspoken cook 
from Gone With the Wind, who also considered “kin- 
folk”. Constantly the background are the universal 
themes young fatherhood: baby talk, pseudo-toughness, 
and sanitary and feeding arrangements. fact, the au- 
thor, with some skill, has embodied the recurring day 
dream much army companionship; the buddies and 
their families living conventual harmony and operating 
together prosperous and relatively inc dependent enter- 
prise. But does not have the magic universality the 
civilian—in—and against—the 


gic 


The story tells the complications arising out the 
writing, producing, and broadcasting the narrator’s own 
home “unrehearsed” conversational radio program, 
“Airing Our Children”. The radio theme gives Har- 
grove chance introduce several excellent and semi- 


independent essays daytime radio, the stereotyped com- 


Hargrove Merton 
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position soap operas, the ulcered grotesqueries 
advertising trade, and the celebrity party. gives 
opportunity portray about many irrelevant 
characters The Man Who Came Dinner: 
ing the “hillbilly bolshevik” who sings fashionable 
songs interlined with Stalinist propaganda and lives 
Waldorf Towers well the columnist, the only 
villain the piece, pudgy man who transacts all 
business place called the Club Albatross and who 
many the repulsive public mannerisms and “as 
listeners minor values the 
has comes Hargrove’s acid, least fictional moments. 
book has few whimsical vulgarities expression, 
none the standard obscenity profanity the 
novels about radio and advertising. acceptable 
mock reading for nostalgic adults. 

Joseph Cotter, 

John Carroll University 

Cleveland, Ohio 
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Merton, Thomas. Exile Ends 
22, 1948. $3.75. 

While most are least remotely acquainted wit 
the monks the Cistercian Order the Strict 
ance, more familiarly known the Trappists, virtual! 
nothing known those good nuns, the Trappistine 
who follow this particular path obscurity, poverty, 
and exile. And particularly significant this 
when their first convent being established the 


States Boston, that are introduced the life 
their cloister through this biography one the 
members. 

Hidden away humble cottage Japan until 


known. Due her heroic spirit sacrifice and love 
Cistercian foundation that country was saved and 
permanent root. Today the community Our 
the Angels numbers over hundred and the 
Trappistine convent the world. 

And yet there nothing unusual about 
voman’s early career. the age three she was 
her widowed mother the convent the 
Lyons, France. 1897, the age twenty-one, 
support herself. But was her every wish and 
ing ever closer God, and she was 
she states, “to saint kill me”. this 
she for admission the Trappistine convent 
Laval and was admitted. 


saint 


Her new life, however, was soon encounter many 


pains and sorrows not caused her physical 
took form when she was told answer the call 
volunteers for Japan. this exile the first stroke 
her “martyrdom” had begun. 


ship separation word must said the vows 


stability which all Cistercians make their 
For them virtue become firmly established and 
cling the community their profession. Deeply 
her native land, intensely attached her mother, 
though separated the cloister walls, Sister 
had never called away from Laval. Yet she 
vas summoned make this sacrifice. Despite the home 
ickness and the bitterness her bleak surroundings, she 
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took her vow this new home far-off, 
land. 
From morn till night her days were filled with innumer- 
able tasks commensurate with the many offices she held 
especially during the last few years her life, tore her 
weakened body already racked consumption. 
theless she learned Japanese, and through her zeal, charity 
and patience novice mistress she formed that nucleus 
native religious now independent and ever increasing. 
impossible enter into further details concerning the 
contemplative life this pious woman—of her devotion 
the Sacred Heart and childlike love for the Blessed 
Her whole life was prayer, life love and 
sacrifice. 


Ver- 


Mother Berchmans doubly blessed having her life 
recorded the skillful and masterly hand this well 
Trappist monk. Thomas Merton poet 
has woven into this biography the mystical charm and 
profound beauty the psalmist. His recording not 
prosaic, matter-of-fact day day account human 
penetrates into very heart and soul his 
subject and draws therefrom his lessons for the spiritual 
life. one reads these pages momentarily with- 
drawn from the world and made feel that engag- 
spiritual exercise. Not only will this volume be- 
come popular through its own merits; its reading should 
wholeheartedly encouraged and fostered. 

Francis 

Manhattan College 

New York City 


an id | ne 


America. Harper. 


Rose, Arnold. The Negro 
June 23, 1948. 325p. $3.75. 


Arnold Rose, present Associate Professor Sociology 
Washington University, St. Louis, was the principal 
American assistant Gunnar Myrdal the preparation 
American Dilemma. The America his 
condensation this work. Myrdal kindly states the 
foreword: “This condensation appears primarily one 
the need Americans find out what they 
are doing Negroes and, consequence, 
(xvi). “The cutting process has provided, 
palatable form, the gist the knowledge and the thought 
that has gone into the larger study significant 
point view, body facts main conclusion left 
out” mechanically exact version the 
American Dilemma, composed essential premises and 
conclusions, brought date since 1944, the same 
pattern the original, Rose has put out commendable 
workman’s job. 


selve ” 
ves 


The main value the American Dilemma lay the con- 
trasting the theories, values, the American Creed, 
well analyzed the Swedish ert, and the practice 
discrimination toward the Negro American life, 
which for Myrdal constitutes moral problem the 
white American. The secondary importance the 
Dilemma lay the compilation, evaluation and integra- 
tion sources and factors one with fresh and un- 
prejudiced view. the condensation the first point has 
been achieved with fair success, the second has been lost. 

intention seemingly was popularize Myrdal, but 


has not been achieved mere shortening process. Per- 
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haps Reader’s Digest editor could have accomplished it, 
flavoring the stolidness condensation with illustrative 
incidents. departure from the format the Dilemma 
with the ideas put crisp concise style coupled with 
practical remedial program utilizing the previously as- 
sembled information might have been the solution. 
did that The More Perfect Union. 


Lh 
DC 


might sking too much have the values the 
American Creed delineated point point fashion 
one introductory section, but would have been appre- 
ciated. that Mr. Rose saw fit repeat 
the birth control propaganda the American Dilemma 


when much worth had omitted. 


anything which gives information the Negro help 
remove prejudice and discrimination lauded, then 
The Negro America has the reviewer’s con- 
densation means the presentation the flesh and bones 
without the life and sparkle the original, this fine 
condensation. Myrdal, his approach and his conclu- 
sions are virgin territory, the reading this book will 
rewarding. that not enough, get the well indexed, 
easily usable, interesting original The 


More Perfect Union. 
Peter Hogan, 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, 


Washington, 


The Reconstruction Humanity. 
Beacon Press. March 29, 1948. 247p. $3.00. 


The social crisis the times presses heavily upon man- 
kind’s mind and conscience for solution. Most 
appraisals the current dilemma together with the rem- 
offered are diagnoses society’s ills the level 
“causae secundae” only, with solutions accruing from 
suc merely symtomatic and superficial analyses. Pitrim 
orokin’s attempt outline The Reconstruction Hu- 
manity has resulted study almost unique secular 
circles, replete with penetrating insights, with depth and 
compr ension. Having disposed the palliatives for 
society based upon superficial diagnoses (so common 
today) Sorokin penetrates into the more obscure but basic 
causes social destruction—the breakdown “altruism”, 
religious character. 
Amongst those who think sociology painful study 
the obvious”, this book once refutation and con- 
firmation. differs from most other offered solutions 
the world crisis, its emphasis upon the need for religion 
and character; obviously this not obvious most our 
“thinkers” today. the other hand, while this thesis 
not new minority thinking men, Sorokin’s elabo- 
ration brings additional evidence scientic nature 
its support. 


Sorokin, Pitrim 


edies 


Social philosophers with Catholic viewpoint will 
encouraged note his advocacy such social principles 
and practices the principle ‘subsidiarity” (p. 163), 

the proposition that the state subject ethics (p. 160), 

universal bill rights implies common philosophy 
161), the need for vocational grouping (pp. 162-164). 

Because Sorokin’s advocacy these principles, 

anticipated that this book will receive unstinted adulation 

the hands some Catholics. 

Despite its undoubted merits, The Reconstruction Hu- 

manity attains neither the stature its author’s previous 


a 


104 


works, nor the stature indicated the nature the topic 
and its proposed method treatment. the discerning 
reader, represents considerable disappointment scarce- 
vindicating the placing Sorokin one the “twin 
Augustines our 

addition its effective but repetitious decimation 
the Freudians, this book indulges sweeping generaliza- 
tions and lapses logic unworthy the Augustine 
former era. From his assertion that the story Man’s 
fall Eden “Biblical myth” (p. 41) his theological 
liberalism indicating that any religion will solve the social 
crisis humanity provided taken seriously (pp. 115- 
116), Sorokin evidences lapse logic which would have 
made Augustine writhe intellectual and moral agony. 
His ignoring the role which externals play religious 
propagation (p. 115) belied the experience man- 
kind. Paul Claudel, for instance, assured that had 
learned more about religion through attending liturgical 
services the Church with all its external pedagogical 
technique than through his study the learned tomes 
St. Augustine, the early Fathers, the mystics St. Thomas 
Aquinas. While Christianity may seem have failed 
(p. 43) Chesterton more correctly stated that “Christianity 
has not been tried”! And this seems particularly true 
the instances (p. 43) cited Sorokin who very inaccu- 
rately confuses most world statesmen with being “Chris- 
tian”. None has more emphatically pointed out the aber- 
rations most world leaders from true Christianity than 
have the religious leaders Christianity itself—the Popes. 
Equally difficult along with Sorokin labelling 
nation when more than half its citizenry 
decry any affiliation with Christian sect denomination 
when its dominant culture (sensate) not Christian. 


Nor can true and genuine altruism (Sorokin’s one basic 
solution) derived from the tenets any one great 
variety religions (pp. 115-116) from “new religion” 
(p. 115). altruism reshape social life, must 
consist specific acts conduct flowing from specific 
code. There can only one true code norm for “The 
Reconstruction and this one and only code 
scarcely found all even any two religions. 
true altruism with its imperative norms found 
all, must some one religion which alone has 
the true code. 

fact, here Sorokin’s lapse logic leads serious 
inconsistency. For bill rights presupposes common 
philosophy (p. 161), “the world state and their govern- 
ments should subjected the same universal ethical 
and legal commandments” (p. 160) and there must 
harmony belief all spheres (p. 201), obviously 
men must come true altruism through the true religion 
and cannot attain the the “common” and 
this “harmony” through varied religions 
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relating practical social living are diverse, 
and diametrically opposite. 


significant that book which proposes “The 
struction Humanity” should have its scantiest 
ter the last one dealing specifically with the topic 
the author. This seems the greatest weakness 
project. After bringing the reader the position 
posited the Popes that moral reform (altruism) 
imperative the moment, Sorokin fails tell how, 
might reform the individual, how motivated 
result, one concludes the book with sense 
appointment. Had elaborated ways and means 
which Christianity might better sell itself and 
lead people and institutions “altruism”, would 


reader rightfully expects. 
Washington, 
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